
2024 Annual Report 
 

Update from Joanne 
Dear Friends and Supporters, 
 
As we reflect on the past year, I am filled with gratitude for the incredible strides and new 
connections Smile A While Foundation has made as we work towards transforming the 
lives of children and families across Jamaica. Thanks to your unwavering support and 
partnership, we have been able to deliver on our mission of fostering a brighter future 
through access to education, therapy, and therapy supplies. 
 
2024 has been a year of growth and new beginnings. Some of our proudest 
achievements include; sending a Stander wheelchair to Jamaica, creating our core 
ECHO Autism Jamaica team, coordinating our next cohort of students for January 2025, 
and launching our Occupational Therapy Bus fundraising campaign. Each of these 
initiatives embodies our commitment to breaking down barriers and ensuring that every 
child, regardless of location or circumstance, has the tools and support they need to 
thrive. 
 
As we continue to move forward to continuing and expanding the ways we are able to 
support children with special needs In Jamaica, we know none of this would be possible 
without the generosity of you, our donors, volunteers, and supporters. Together, we are 
creating sustainable change, one smile at a time. 
 
With heartfelt gratitude, 
 
Joanne Oates  
Founder and President 
Smile A While Foundation 
 

Overview of mission/vision  
Our Vision 
We believe every child with special needs in the Caribbean can have a bright future 
when given the support they need. 
 
Our Mission 
We provide therapy services to neurodiverse children in areas where access to such 
support is not widely available. 



 
Therapeutic intervention for special needs children drastically improves their quality of 
life, yet many children around the world receive only sporadic support, if any. Consistent 
access to trained professionals is key, and our programs provide training and additional 
hands on deck to make this happen. 

 
 

Program Updates  

●​ Prepare 2 Practice (P2P) 
○​ ECHO Autism Jamaica is in the final planning stages and will have our first 

session in spring 2025 
●​ The Sponsored Therapist 

○​ Looking forward to another sponsored therapist trip in Spring 2025 
●​ Interdisciplinary Team Training Series (ITTS) 

○​ MICO Care Center's Parent Coaching Workshop 
○​ Attended and presented the AOTA 2024 Conference in Orlando, Florida  

Impact Report  
Thanks to Rifton and Dennis Shipping, we were able to send a Stander wheelchair to Jamaica 
Launched our Resource Page  
 

Special Mentions / Thank Yous 
Rifton  
Dennis Shipping 
Jordan Fund  

Future plans - 2025 goals 
As we look ahead to 2025, we are inspired by the possibilities that lie before us. There is still 
much to be done, but with your continued support, we are confident we will meet these 
challenges with the same determination and compassion that has guided us thus far. 

Thank you for being an integral part of our journey. Your belief in our mission fuels our work and 
gives hope to the communities we serve. Together, we are making a difference that will be felt 
for generations to come. 
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